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ON THE penultimate day of January I was
among the guests at an event in business
adviser Grant Thornton’s offices in Ave-
bury Boulevard, attended by the great and
the good. It  just might herald the most im-
portant thing to happen in Milton Keynes
since its founding. 
It was the launch, by Milton Keynes

Council and Cranfield University, of the
MK:U international architectural design
competition and where we heard about the
vision for the new university. If this unique
opportunity is grabbed with both hands it
may well not only transform this new city
architecturally, socially and environmen-
tally but also will allow it to hold its head
up proudly on the Oxford-Milton Keynes-
Cambridge Arc - CaMKox - educationally,
too. 
MK:U is billed as a ‘new model univer-

sity’ in the heart of Milton Keynes, ex-
pected to open in 2023 and eventually
preparing 15,000 undergraduate students
for high-technology, cutting-edge careers.
The international design competition,

which I understand has already received
interest from leading architectural firms
from the UK, India, Brazil, Japan, Ger-
many, Indonesia, Australia and basically
everywhere else, is organised by Malcolm
Reading Consultants which claims to be
‘the leading organiser of international de-
sign competitions’. 
The chosen site for the planned MK:U,

which will feature student accommodation
cheek by jowl with academic facilities, is
the last great empty plot in Central Milton
Keynes, between Sainsbury’s and Milton
Keynes Central rail station. Its undergradu-
ate intake will specialise in 21st- even, ar-
guably, 22nd-century subjects including
entrepreneurship, robotics, artificial intelli-
gence, cyber and analytics. 
After the initial stage closes on March 6,

a shortlist of five teams will be selected to
move to stage two and be invited to Milton
Keynes. They will each receive a £30,000
bursary to grease the wheels and then each
will produce outline design concepts for
the overall MK:U masterplan and the
phase one buildings. These have a con-

struction budget of approximately £188
million, will cover 61,120 sq metres - circa
40 per cent of the total site - and are due to
open in 2023. 
The jury which will select the winning

entry is chaired by Sir Peter Gregson, vice-
chancellor and chief executive of Cranfield
University who was chair of the MK Fu-
tures 2050 Commission written about in
previous columns, generally favourably, in
columns passim. Also on the still largely
secret jury is Sir Peter Bazalgette,  presi-
dent of the Royal Television Society and
deputy chairman of the National Film
School, former chair of Arts Council Eng-
land and English National Opera and exec-
utive chairman of ITV. He was also creator
of the concept of the ‘celebrity chef’. I
won’t hold that against him, although those
like the sadly recently departed Paul Bo-
cuse, who were famous chefs when God
was a boy, may well disagree. 
Of far more importance to me is that Sir

Peter is the great-great-grandson of Victo-
rian civil engineer Sir Joseph Bazalgette
who literally changed the world as much
as, or arguably more than, any other when
he designed, engineered and built the Lon-
don sewers and waste treatment works.
They were the first in the world, which al-
lowed London and all subsequent cities
with modern enclosed sewers to expand,
exist and have good health. In my opinion,
he was nothing less than the father of civil-
isation. 
I encouraged Sir Peter, when I learned of

his place on the jury, to vote for any design
that, once erected, causes those who view
it to exclaim: “Oh, wow, look at that amaz-
ing building”. The identities of the remain-
ing members of the jury are currently a
secret as is the process by which they have
been selected despite several requests for
clarity. Let’s hope that whoever is respon-
sible for selecting them has the sense to se-
lect those who can think creatively.
Nothing less will do, in my opinion. 
Despite my misgivings on so much cur-

rently going on in this city that we all love,
these are indeed exciting times again for
Milton Keynes. Cheerio. 

MK:U design must
deliver ‘wow’ factor
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Your premier 
metal recycling

facility
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A. GOODMAN & SON
Tel: 01908 373187 / 377318   Fax: 01908 372709   

e-mail: goodmans.metal@aol.com www.agoodmanandson.co.uk

Tavistock Street, Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK2 2PP

Environmental Permit
EPR/KP3290NW

Registered waste carrier
CBDU100027
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NEED A SKIP FAST? LOOK NO FURTHER

A GOODMAN & SON IS OFFERING A FREE NO OBLIGATION SCRAP METAL AUDIT 
TO ASSIST COMPANIES TO MAXIMISE PROFIT FROM THEIR METAL WASTE

Contact Chris Goodman on 01908 373187 (option 1)

At A Goodman & Son we cater for all
your metal recycling needs, whether
you’re a large producer requiring
timetabled collections to suit your
production and shift patterns or a
small producer who wishes to deliver
your scrap to us and take advantage
of our on-site payment service.

A GOODMAN & SON HAS THE 
EXPERTISE TO RECYCLE:
n A wide range of ferrous and 
non-ferrous scrap;
n Industrial, data and steel armoured 
cable from electricians;
n Copper, brass and lead from 
plumbers;
n Aluminium from window
manufacturing companies to the 
construction industry;
n Garage and workshop scrap;
n PC boards and catalytic convertors
that contain precious metals;
n New production scrap from
manufacturing, engineering and
construction companies of all sizes.

4 We operate a wide range of skips
and roll-on/roll-offs, all in excellent
condition, to suit your requirements.
4 Our transport fleet delivers,
exchanges and clears at your
convenience.
4 Our payment structure and terms
are xcellent and can be tailored to
your company’s requirements.
4 All payments are prompt.

Welcome to A Goodman & Son
Your premier

metal recycling
facility

PUBLIC WEIGHBRIDGE
A Goodman & Son are a registered public

weighbridge, accurate up to 50 metric tonnes

l Flexible and effective solutions for health and safety issues.
l Consultancy services available, from one-off help 

to ongoing support
l Accredited IOSH training + bespoke training 

for your business.
l e-learning courses 

01525 630676    e: bob@hascat.co.uk    www.hascat.co.uk


